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About PI

Privacy International (PI) is the oldest surviving privacy advocacy group in the world, and was the Þrst organisation to 

campaign at an international level on privacy issues. Its antecedents stretch back to 1987, at which time the organisa-

tionÕs founders started to build an international network in response to mounting concern across the world over the 

changing nature and magnitude of privacy violations.

In the fourteen years since its Þrst meeting in Luxembourg in 1990, PI has adopted a broad brief; organising more than 

100 conferences and award ceremonies, participating in hundreds of national and international meetings, participating 

in an estimated 15,000 media interviews, organising campaigns, producing publications and giving expert testimony to 

parliamentary and government committees, including those of the House of Lords, the Canadian and Australian Fed -

eral Parliament, the OECD, UNESCO, the European Parliament and the Council of Europe. PI now has active associ-

ates and networks in around 50 countries. It is registered in the UK as a non-proÞt private limited company (no. 

4354366).

PI deals at any one time with dozens of key issues. At the time of writing of this report the organisationÕs campaigns, 

media activity and projects encompass international government cooperation, data protection law, anti-terrorism de -

velopments, freedom of information, Internet censorship, identity systems, corporate governance, the appointment of 

regulators, cross-border data ßows, data retention, judicial process, government consultation procedures, information 

security, national security, cybercrime and aspects of around a hundred technologies and technology applications rang-

ing from video surveillance to DNA testing.

PI is a chameleon-like group. It can in the same moment be described as troublemaker and think-tank, campaigner and 

researcher. Its staff and members embrace deeply held concerns about privacy, and they believe that the organisation 

should not be conÞned to a narrow modus operandi. We see no problem in launching controversial and polemic wild -

cat campaigns while at the same time engaging in some of the ÞeldÕs most elaborate and highly acclaimed research.

PIÕs political proÞle has always confounded supporters and critics alike. Writing in The Times (March 7th 2002), Rich-

ard Morrison described us as ÓLibertarianÓ, while US Libertarian journalist Declan McCullogh has described us as Óso-

cialistsÓ.  The truth is that PI has always believed that privacy is apolitical by nature. This position is reßected in the 

composition of our Trustees and Board of advisors, the membership of which ranges from Ayn Rand enthusiast Profes-

sor Ian Angell, to Professor Noam Chomsky. We are delighted to be respected or reviled in equal measure by all sides 

of politics.

P r i v a c y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l! A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 5

A b o u t  P r i v a c y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a g e  2



Activities Report 

September 2004 - December 2005

The 15 months have been among PI's most active months.  We had our 15th anniversary this year, celebrated in 
London and Seattle (with a party hosted by the University of Ottawa).  We have released a record set of new reports 
and elevated our engagement with policy-makers and increased awareness on a number of issues.

Projects

The three core staff at PI are involved in a number of projects at one time.  These include:

Formation of All-Party Parliamentary Group on Rights and Freedoms (continuing)

This is an initiative to build further from our cooperative relationships with MPs and Peers in the 
British Parliament.  The initiative, which will be formally recognised by the Parliament, will form a 
centre for cross-party analysis and scrutiny of legislation from a civil liberties perspective. 

Global Freedom of Information Project (continuing)

The FOI Project focuses on promoting access to government held information at the national and 
international levels.

The project advises other national and international NGOs and governments on adoption and im -
plementation of laws,  and writes policy papers on access to information issues.  It is also a frequent 
user of UK and EU access rules to obtain information for other PI projects.

It produces the global survey of FOI laws (http://www.privacyinternational.org/foi/survey ) which 
was downloaded over 100,000 times in the Þrst year. In 2005, the survey was also translated into Rus-
sian and Arabic.

The project has been funded by the Open Society Institute Information Programme and the Open 
Society Justice Initiative. It also has received funding as a expert consultant for a number of other 
NGOs and foundations including the Organisation for Security and Cooperation and Europe (OSCE), 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), National Democratic Institute, 
Consumers International, and the National Security Archive.

Policy Laundering Project (January 15, 2005 - ?)

This  is a joint project with the American Civil Liberties Union and Statewatch; PI is the co-ordinator 
of the project.  Our work is funded by the Open Society Institute's Information Programme and the 
American Civil Liberties Union. 

This project compiles a list of activities emerging from International Governmental Organisations 
such as the Group of 8, the European Union, the Council of Europe, and the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations.  We focus on their activities that affect civil liberties and monitor how the member 
states use these organisations to further invasive policies.  These policies turn into 'international 
standards' and are then brought home as 'international obligations', and thus circumventing national 
debate and deliberation.

In the past year we have developed proÞles on a number of these organisations (available at 
http://www.policylaundering.org )  and reported and campaigned on a number of laundered poli -
cies such as biometric databases and national identity systems, communications surveillance, and 
international co-operation in criminal matters (for more information please see our activities at 
http://www.privacyinternational.org/policylaundering ).

Terrorism and the Open Society Programme (continuing)

This research and advocacy programme builds on the 'Terrorising Rights' conference organised by PI 
in September 2002, and is primarily funded by the Open Society Institute's Information Programme.  
There are four objectives to this programme:
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1. To provide a detailed review of new and revised terrorism laws in various countries, as detailed 
resources for civil society, legislators, and academia;

2. To provide a comparison of policies to further understandings on the dynamics and implications of 
international cooperation;

3. To develop a set of substantive accounts of political discourses surrounding these policies to assist 
civil society organisations in preparing for and responding to new policies that may be introduced in 
their own countries; and

4. To develop and enhance cooperation among civil society and academics in various countries, in 
order to build a network of knowledge and resource sharing.

"Watching the Watchmen" project (continuing)

This Open Society Institute funded project aims to develop benchmarking standards to allow con -
sumers to assess the performance of data protection and privacy regulators. The work will also en-
courage regulators to recognise their strengths and weaknesses and strive to improve the delivery of 
services and the standard of advocacy.

Other activities

EU funded 'Privacy and Identity Management in Europe' (continuing).  This is in co-operation with 
Erasmus University's Rotterdam School of Management, working with partners in Europe to develop 
technologies and business cases for privacy-protecting systems.

Web development (continuing).  We are continually updating our site, expanding its breadth and 
deepening the resources.  Visits are increasing every month and useful metrics emerge to identify 
areas that need further attention.  This work is done in co-operation with GreenNet, a UK-based 
internet service provider for non-proÞt organisations.

LSE Identity Project (January 2005 - ?).  PI staff members were consultants and advisors on this pro-
ject hosted by the Department of Information Systems at the London School of Economics and Politi-
cal Science.  
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Publications

We have participated in numerous book editions, conferences, and written reports for international institutions. 

Privacy International publications are available on our website but are also published by other institutions and organi -

sations.  

Translation of 2004 International FOI Survey into Russian and Arabic

"The Right to Information in the Age of Information" in Joergensen, R., Human Rights in the Global Information 
Society, MIT Press (forthcoming 2006)

"Privacy and or as Human Rights", in Joergensen, R., Human Rights in the Global Information Society, MIT Press 
(forthcoming 2006)

"Public Oversight and National Security: Comparative Approaches to Freedom of Information" in Containing 
Rogue Elephants: Democratic Oversight of Intelligence Services, Ashgate (forthcoming 2005).

Electronic Government and Access to Information: Issues for Consumers and Citizens in Az elektronikus in -
form‡ci—szabads‡g, Eštvšs K‡roly IntŽzet, 2005 (in Hungarian)

"Freedom of Information: Global Practices and Implementation in Central Asia", in 21st Century Challenges for 
the Media in Central Asia: Dealing with Libel and Freedom of Information, Organisation for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe, 2005

Various sections including "Threats to Privacy" and "Privacy in the United Kingdom" in Privacy and Human 
Rights 2005: An International Survey of Privacy Laws and Developments, EPIC, 2005

Report on EU Anti-Terrorism Policies (December 2005)

Report on European Commission and Council Proposals on Data Retention (September 2005)

Edition of Index on Censorship on Globalising Big Brother (September 2005)

Report to the International Privacy Commissioners Conference (September 2005)

Report on Discrimination and Anti-Terror Policies in Europe (September 2005)

ITU report on communications policy laundering (July 2005)

UK Identity Cards and Social Exclusion report (May 2005)

Article for the Royal Opera House magazine (April 2005)

Effective Open Government: Improving Public Access to Government Information, Organization for Eco -
nomic Cooperation and Development (April 2005)

UNESCO report on free expression and privacy (November 2004)

OSCE chapter on free expression and counter-terror policy (November 2004)

Shared report with American Civil Liberties Union on passenger proÞling (October 2004)

Assessment of US-VISIT programme (September 2004)

Terrorism Policy in Latin America Report (September 2004)

Campaigns

We regularly conduct campaigns on speciÞc policy initiatives in order to raise awareness, organise resistance, and in-

form policy-making.  Through these campaigns we have worked with hundreds of non-governmental organisations, 

industry representatives, academics, and government ofÞcials from around the world.

Retention campaigns (170 organisations endorsing response to Commission; 80+ organisations endorsing 
statement to European Parliament) and otherwise sustained pressure

Protesting Yahoo!'s co-operation with the Chinese Government

Biometrics campaign to generate opposition to EU proposals in the European Parliament

Call on Mobile Phone Industry to help stop surveillance abuse
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Big Brother Awards in the U.S.

PI also maintains ongoing media-based advocacy.  We have been quoted in hundreds of media outlets on a variety of 

topics, including: Visual surveillance, Government transparency, Biometrics, Travel surveillance, Data retention, 

Joined-up government, Private sector data activities, Anti-Terrorism Policy, Financial sector initiatives, Identity sys -

tems, Health data systems, RFID.

Government Consultation Initiatives

As part of our work on informing policy-making we regularly participate in government consultation initiatives.  

Through these consultations we are able to share our expertise on relevant issues and aim to guide decision-makers on 

the best paths forward.

Legal reviews for OSCE of FOI/State Secrets laws in Moldova, Montenegro and Kyrgyzstan

Article 29 Working Party on data retention

Mexican government on data protection bill

Moroccan government on Freedom of Information

South Africa Law Reform Commission on data protection bill

UK OfÞce of Fair Trading, Consumer privacy and security online

British Columbia Privacy Commission's consultation on trans-border data ßows to the U.S. and the USA-
PATRIOT Act

European Commission consultation on data retention

Evidence given to Canadian Senate Committee on Security and Anti-Terrorism

Responded to call for information from the Deputy Prime Minister of Canada

Meeting with UK Home OfÞce on Prevention of Terrorism Bill

European Commission meetings on data-sharing

Notable Conferences

PI staff have presented at and keynoted at over 100 conferences in the past 18 months.  These range from human rights 

conferences, lectures at academic institutions, public debates with ofÞcials, to industry conventions.  Some of the more 

notable events were hosted by:

Royal Society of Medicine

Royal Academy for Engineering

Information Security Forum

Institute for Advanced Legal Studies

Law Society roundtable

BlackHat Europe

Privacy Commissioners conference 2005

Various OSCE conferences

Two UNESCO conferences

A number of events and panels at Computers, Freedom and Privacy 2005

Roundtable discussion at the European Parliament on data retention

ITU workshop on cybersecurity

Industry conferences (border technology and travel industry) 
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Free Access to Information and Conßict of Interest Acts: The Ways Forward (Zagreb, Croatia)

3rd International Information Commissioners Conference

IVth Global Forum on Fighting Corruption and Safeguarding Integrity  (Brazil)

2nd National Transparency Week (Mexico)

7th Central Asian Media Conference (Kazakhstan)

IV Encuentro Iberoamericano de Protecci—n de Datos Personales (Mexico)

Plans for 2006

We foresee a continuation of our current pattern of activities particularly as the rise of new policies does not seem to be 

subsiding. Some of our speciÞc plans for the next year include:

Renewed funding for Policy Laundering Project.  This project has been successful at getting off the ground 
and Þnding fertile ground for campaigns.  Our most recent campaign on communications data retention man -
aged to bring in a broad coalition of support.  The coming year will see many more of these campaigns pro-
vided that additional funding for this project can be found.  We are also investigating a strategic partnership 
with the American Civil Liberties Union that may provide some resources.

Focus on Border surveillance. One of the most active areas on our website is our coverage of border surveil-
lance systems.  Our report on the US-VISIT system remains one of the few analyses of the privacy implications 
of this Þngerprinting and data management system.  As other countries embark on establishing their own 
border surveillance systems, combined with increased concerns regarding immigration and the implementa -
tion of biometric travel documents, the importance of this work can only grow concomitant to the expansion 
of the data collected.

Focus on Financial surveillance. Combining our work on anti-terror policies and policy laundering we've 
highlighted that this area is in great need of attention.  As government continue to implement international 
standards on combating the Þnancing of terrorism and organised crime these policies have real effects on the 
privacy of our Þnancial activities.

Campaign on credit reporting.  Credit reporting in Europe is in dire need of some attention particularly as 
these systems and companies grow in size and use.  

Update of International Freedom of Information Survey.  In 2006, the project will undertake an update of the 
international FOIA survey. It also has a commitment to produce a Spanish language version for the Þrst time. 
The project will also be working on global and regional studies relating to whistle-blowing, state secrets and 
media freedom.

Further web development.  As our website grows in popularity we need to Þnd ways to increase its efÞciency 
for serving content.  At times the website slows to a crawl due to the load on the system and the complexity of 
the site.  Additionally we would like to broaden out the content even further, adding to our archives on issues 
such as medical health privacy, DNA, privacy law and constitutions.  

Internship programme and Development of facilities.  We constantly receive requests from students and 
young professionals seeking internships with us.  As much as we would like to establish an internship pro -
gramme we have a signiÞcant problem with resources:  ofÞce space, computing facilities, and stipend support. 
We will look into ways of sharing facilities with other organisations and establishing 'virtual intern' pro -
grammes until we have sufÞcient resources.
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